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COMMUNICATION 

Editors of the School Review : 

Dear Sirs : 

No doubt most of your readers are acquainted with the fact 
that a Conference of representatives from New England and 
the Middle States, assembled for the purpose of considering 
the subject of college entrance requirements in English, was 
held at Philadelphia last May. The recommendations of this 
Conference have been adopted by the Commission of Colleges 
in New England, by the New England Association of Colleges 
and Preparatory Schools, by the Association of Colleges and 
Preparatory Schools in the Middle States and Maryland, and 
substantially by the Association of the North Central States, 
which was recently formed. 

Among the features of the report adopted by the Conference 
was a recommendation with respect to advanced examinations 
in English, of which the following is a copy : — 

' ' The Conference recommends that the following scheme be 
offered as a suggestion of recommendation to colleges desiring 
to set an advanced examination in English. 

ADVANCED EXAMINATIONS 

Note. — The candidate may choose either I. or II. 

I. A detailed study of a single period of English literature, 
and of not fewer than three authors belonging to it ; as, for ex- 
ample, of the age of Queen Anne, with special reference to 
Pope, Swift, and Addison. 

II. (a) Old English (Anglo-Saxon) ; chiefly simple prose 
and grammar, or 

(&) Chaucer : Prologue, Knightes Tale, and Nonne 
Prestes Tale, including vocabulary, inflection, and prosody. 
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As a member of the Committee appointed by the New Eng- 
land Commission, the writer was requested to submit his views 
on the subject of an advanced examination to the Conference, 
when it should meet. It has been thought that, in the present 
state of public opinion on the question of English, these views 
might be of interest to schoolmen generally, and they are 
therefore submitted, precisely as they were, to the members of 
the Conference, in the form of 

NOTES ON AN ADVANCED EXAMINATION IN ENGLISH. 

At the request of the Chairman of the Middle States Com- 
mittee, the undersigned has considered the topic of an ad- 
vanced examination in English, with a view of presenting his 
suggestions at the conference between this Committee and that 
from the New England Association. In order that the mem- 
bers of the Committees may have an opportunity to reflect upon 
these suggestions before the time of the Conference, they are 
now respectfully submitted in advance. 

In the opinion of the undersigned, the subject best adapted 
to such an advanced examination is Elementary Old English, 
(Anglo Saxon), the reasons being as follows : 

i. Such an examination is at once recognizable as advanced, 
and is not likely to be regarded as a mere continuation of the 
entrance examination. Were it otherwise, the candidate might 
be tempted to slight the preparation for the advanced exam- 
ination on the theory that but little extra labor would be 
necessary to fulfil the requirement. 

2. The work in this subject must of necessity be more 
critical and methodical than the average teacher is likely to 
make the preparation for the entrance examination. This is 
greatly to be desired, since it will at once tend to increase the 
intellectual power of the student and his respect for English. 

3. A grounding in Old English will open up five hundred 
years of English linguistic and literary history that would oth- 
erwise be virtually a blank. 
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4. The elements of Old English constitute a key to the 
etymological, syntactic, and metrical history of our language. 

5. No other discipline in English would, in the same time, 
throw so much light on the whole course of English history, 
not only literary and linguistic, but social, political, and 
racial. 

6. No other advanced subject is likely to be so well taught 
by the average teacher, for none can be made so definite. 

7. For the reason last adduced, it would be more practica- 
ble in this way than in any other to secure a reasonable uni- 
formity in teaching and examination. 

8. No other single subject that could be proposed is likely 
to win so many suffrages, since there is no other subject that so 
large a proportion of experts would pronounce fundamental. 

9. No other study would be likely to react so beneficially 
upon the teacher, and upon the whole quality of the English 
instruction he imparts. 

10. Everything considered, no other subject that is likely 
to be proposed would be easier to both teacher and pupil, in 
the sense that no other study is likely to show so considerable 
a result for the time and labor bestowed upon it. 

It will be understood that the object of the foregoing is 
merely to facilitate debate, by providing a series of proposi- 
tions which can be readily attacked or defended. 

ALBERT S. COOK" 

Yale University, May 14, 1894 



